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The tensions and uncertainties caused by the political and economic
turmoil were tightened and heightened by the third climax as the emo-
tional cycle came to fullness. Religious climaxes are much rarer than
those in politics or business. These periods of cumulating emotion are
longer, more irregular in length, and their completion therefore less
predictable. The signs of fullness are religious revivals which sweep
through communities and whole regions like a tornado and produce
the deepest stirrings of the emotions of men and women in all walks of
life. No such general "awakening" had occurred since the second decade
of the century, after the War of 1812, and an emotional stirring was
overdue.
The early days of the panic of 1857 brought signs of a new interest
in matters of faith. Late in September special daily prayer meetings were
started in New York City in the Fulton Street Church. This interest
gathered momentum during the fall, and the winter promised to be
one of intense religious fervor. Disaster and insecurity were drawing
men and women to seek the peace of God. Countless clergymen zeal-
ously preached to receptive crowds. Conversions and ecstasies were fre-
quent as the oppressed found release. The sorrowing discovered joy;
the fearful, courage. Prayer meetings for children were held in the school-
room. Workingmen flocked to churches, halls, and even theaters during
their noon hour to hear the word of life. In the business districts daily
prayer meetings attracted crowds at midday. Church attendance in-
creased impressively, and clergymen had appreciative audiences to stir
them to new flights of emotional appeal. At prayer meetings many who
in normal times would never have dreamed of public utterance were
upon their feet testifying to the wonders of regeneration.
Of the potent themes discussed in this great period of expression, the
most general was repentance for sin. Only by atonement was salvation
possible. If the sin were cast out and forgiven, then would come new-
ness of life. The prevalence of individual repentance and self-searching,
so characteristic of the Protestant attitude, naturally intensified and
quickened the functioning of public conscience, leading to mass cru-
sading zeal against sin. Theaters were closed, gambling and vice di-